Strategies from Other Cities

74

Arts and cultural strategic planning
processes:

In municipalities all over the world, the cultural
sector has recognized the need to galvanize
private and governmental policy-making and
support. The Creative Economy Initiative:

A Blueprint for Investment in New England’s
Creative Economy of 2000 is a regional plan put
forth by the New England Council after a three-
year study. Chicago, Cleveland, Philadelphia,
and Toronto also have similar planning processes
in the works.

London Lottery: In 1994, Great Britain estab-
lished a National Lottery and set up funding
streams to support five “good causes”: the

arts, heritage, charities, Millennium celebrations,
and sports. In 1998, a sixth fund was added to
support education, health, and environmental
projects. An additional fund, the National
Endowment for Science, Technology and the Arts
(NESTA), was created to support talent, ideas,
and innovation in these fields. Since its inception
in 1994, the Arts Lottery has brought in some

£1 billion (nearly $1.5 billion U.S. dollars) in new
money for the arts, of which London has benefited
by approximately £500 million (over $700 million
U.S. dollars).

Pittsburgh’s Cultural District: Begun in 1989,
the Pittsburgh Cultural District built upon the foun-
dation of the District's major performance facilities
and key projects already underway. Today, the
District includes fourteen new cultural facilities,
public spaces, amenities, and humerous commer-
cial developments. The Cultural District is a major
destination for residents and visitors, for cultural
offerings, and for commercial, recreational, resi-
dential, and retail uses.

Providence Arts And Entertainment District:
With more artists per capita than any other city in
the nation, the city of Providence, Rhode Island,
created an Arts and Entertainment District in 1996
in an effort to keep artists living and working in
the city. The project, which provides income and
sales tax breaks for artists living and working in
the district as well as to property owners who
refurbish properties for residential use, has
revitalized downtown Providence.

San Francisco Hotel Tax Fund/Grants For

The Arts (GFTA): In 1961, San Francisco insti-
tuted a hotel tax to benefit its cultural institutions:
it has distributed over $145 million in funds since
its inception. The hotel tax is currently at 14%
and supports the general operating expenses of a
range of arts organizations and cultural festivals.
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